Volkssturm Authenticity Guide

II.Kompanie/16/19

Second Kompanie of Gau Mark-Brandenburg, 19th Battalion

Approved November 12, 2003

The purpose of this group is to show a little known and highly overlooked aspect of the German military of the Second World War-the Volkssturm.  This is not to glorify war or the Nazi ideals, but to show what desperate measures the Nazi party went to to defend itself in the closing months of the war.

We have picked a unit raised in the East, specifically the Gau of Mark-Brandenburg, to fight against the advancing Red Army to be our main impression, and all our unit designations will reflect this.  However, we will try to be flexible and “generic” enough in our impressions to be able to participate in Western Front events as well.

Membership is open to anyone interested in this area, but only if the following general rules are observed.

Another twist we will allow in the group is age, weight, and gender leniency.  Where those issues will be a factor in other, good, authentic reenactment groups, this will be one group where none of the above will matter as much.  Children will be allowed to join as “Helfer” or “Helferin” to run water, orders, etc to the troops, but will NOT be allowed to take the field with weapons until legal age is reached.  Females were also conscripted in those duties, and in some instances actually took part in combat.  These are historically accurate views for this sort of impression.

While the above folks are acceptable into the group, the following guide is for THE ADULT MALE reenactor only.  As more females or children show interest, the guidelines will be expanded for them.

Before anything is purchased, check with unit commander to make sure you are getting the right thing.  Better to wait then spend your hard earned money twice!

Dues:


We will not charge money to become a member.  We figure that money would be better spent on buying items you could use.  However, in order for us to attend many events, each member of Volkssturm II./16/19 MUST be a member of a recognized “umbrella” organization like the TSG or HRS.  They do charge yearly dues.

SHORT History:  The "Deutscher Volkssturm" (literally translated-“People’s Storm”) was constituted by "Decree of the Fuhrer" dated 25 September 1944, and published on 20 October 1944 (RGB1 I 1944, Page 253). A public proclamation by Himmler announcing the formation of a German Volkssturm was broadcast by the German Radio on 18th October 1944, the date of the anniversary of the Battle of Leipzig in 1813. Consequently, all organization orders were issued by the "Chancellery of the Führer” or any number of Party officials and not by the Wehrmacht authorities. By order No. 278/44 dated 27 September 1944 the Party Chancellery ordered the formation of security crews within the Volkssturm to man some of the fortifications, to be rallied by the Gauleiter responsible for the construction of field fortifications."

All German males between the ages of 16 and 60 who were capable of bearing arms were compelled to serve in the Volkssturm "to strengthen the active forces of our Wehrmacht and especially to conduct inexorable fighting at all places where the enemy intends to set foot on German soil." The six-million-strong force would have about 10,180 battalions - limited staff personnel and rear-echelon facilities, and lack of weapon standardization, made the battalion the largest tactical unit - divided into four levies (Aufgebote):
1st Levy: 1.2 million men in 1,850 battalions (400 in frontier districts); all physically fit 20-60 year olds without essential war work exemption, assigned to front-line battalions, quartered in barracks, liable for service outside their home district, and including all available NSDAP political officials, Allgemeine-SS, SA,. NSKK and NSFK.  The political officials tended to not show up in large numbers however.
2nd Levy: 2.8 million men in 4,860 battalions (1,050 in frontier districts); all physically fit 20-60 year olds with essential war work exemption, usually organized in factory battalions, quartered at home, liable for service within their home county. 


3rd Levy: 600,000 16-19 year olds, plus some 15 year old volunteers, in about 1,040 battalions; mostly 16 year old Hitler Youth trained in the toughening-up camps (HJ-Wehrert chtigungslager).
4th Levy: 1.4 million 20-60 year olds unfit for active service, plus volunteers over sixty, in about 2,430 battalions, for guard duty, including guarding concentration camps. On a side note, The Nazi Women's League (NS-Frauenschaft) provided rear-echelon support, and on 23 March 1945 was issued firearms.  These women were NOT however members of the Volkssturm.

Not all planned battalions were formed, but at least 700 did see combat, the vast majority of these recruited from the frontier districts in the East - Danzig-West Prussia, Mark Brandenburg, Lower and Upper Silesia, East Prussia, Pomerania, Wartheland; the South-East-Lower Danube, Styria, Sudetenland, all facing Soviet forces; but also in the West - Essen and Westmark, facing the western Allies.

Taken in part from http://www.adeq.net/volkshist.htm

Safety


We want to have fun out there, and we also want to get back home after the weekend is through.  Safety will be a large part of our pre-field activities.


All weapons must be in functioning condition.  Before the unit takes the field, an inspection will be had to insure the moving parts move correctly, the piece is oiled, and there are no blockages in the barrel that could harm the shooter or shootee.


Small personal knives, like fighting knives, bayonets, or pocket knives, are certainly welcome on the field, but will NOT be drawn in “combat”.


Illegal substances WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.  If you are found with such, you will be escorted off the field, not asked back, and membership terminated.  Alcohol will be tolerated only AFTER HOURS, WITH NO PUBLIC IN SIGHT, AND CONSUMED RESPONSIBILY!!!!  We are out to portray the Volkssturm, not at a beerfest.  However, Germans being Germans, an occasional beer is acceptable, provided it is in a period bottle and not being consumed during battle hours.

Overall Impression


As noted earlier we have decided to portray a unit from a specific Gau (Mark-Brandenburg), but we are hoping to keep it “generic” enough to be able to attend late war Western and Eastern Front events.  They were equipped so poorly that is easy to do.  A Levy I impression would have the more standardized issues of weapons and equipment.  A Levy II impression, one raised to guard their hometown for example, would be much more poorly equipped. Another point is to bear in mind we are portraying older or infirm men, therefore will, or should, not be “fighting” as much.  Volkssturm troops were many times used as labor, or security forces.

First Person


We are striving for accuracy in our impressions.  This must include first person.  First person is becoming the soldier we are portraying during the time we are portraying.  Create a background for yourself-remember though, you don’t know anything past the time period being portrayed.  


Make a German name for yourself.  Choose a career.  What did you do before the war? Are you married?  Have kids?  Make a history.  Easiest way to do this is to use your life as a spring  board, and work off of that.


Some of the paperwork you should carry (discussed under personal items) should reflect your persona.


Under this category also falls field behavior.  Most good events are well scripted, or on the other hand not scripted at all.  Meaning you have to react to whatever happens.  We should be flexible enough to react to any situation as a Volkssturm unit.  
Personal Grooming 

Hair should be groomed in a style common to 1940s Germany (for younger folks usually shaved around the sides and back and slicked back on top. No long hair. Short trimmed facial hair in historically correct styles is permitted. No non-period tattoos, eye wear, jewelry or watches should be visible at any time.
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http://www.joeri.net/4045/uk/index.htm
Clothing Guide


It was decided our Volkssturm force should emphasize the civilian aspect of the organization.  So, the main emphasis will be for all members to wear civilian attire, with the minimum of military uniform pieces (to be discussed later).


Instead of going into the fashions of the 1940’s, a general guideline for what is acceptable wear will be giving here.


NOTE:  While modern versions of the following are acceptable, it should be noted that when and where possible ORIGINAL, 1940’s pieces are to be acquired!

Hats-


Headwear was the fashion of the time. Period civilian German hats (like the Fedora or Hamburg) or caps (like the floppy worker or “golf” type hat) are acceptable.  Bareheaded is also allowable.
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http://www.joeri.net/4045/uk/index.htm
Shirts/Ties-


These should be mostly of a dress shirt, or button down type.  Single color, simple striped, or checked prints only.  If printed or striped you should try to get the type where the color shows on both sides of the material.  The material should be cotton, wool, or rayon with bone, fiberboard (paper), or plastic buttons, and a rather wide collar.  It should be noted here that European style, especially those on the Continent, were many times those that were “pull over” type.  They looked a LOT like Civil War style military shirts buttoning from the neck to about the sternum, and were put on by pulling over the head.  


Ties should be wide at the bottom, and made of silk or rayon.  Patterns were usually fairly gaudy.
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Jacket/Coat-


These can be fairly varied.  Wool suit coats are fine, as are PERIOD overcoats, raincoats, or “wind breaker” style jackets. A wool sweater, either pull over or buttoned, sleeveless or sleeved, any color or pattern is acceptable.

[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]




http://www.joeri.net/4045/uk/index.htm

Trousers-


Again, PERIOD suit pants are what we are looking for.  In the 1940’s cuffs of the pants tended to be, well, cuffed.  There should be about a 2-inch cuff present.  The legs were usually straight cut, with pleating in the front about half the time.  Button fly is preferred.  While a belt, which should be thin, and either leather or canvas is fine, a plus would be to have suspender buttons present and suspenders used.
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Shoes-


Low quarter type dress shoes or ankle high “work boots” are what we are looking for.  Construction should be primary leather.  For the “work boot” style PERIOD type boots only-US, German, Russian, or British military ankle boots are acceptable.
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Military Issue-


The bare minimum of military uniforms is to be represented.  They are as follows:


Overcoat-a good reproduction German overcoat from At The Front, 1944 Militaria, or Lost Battalions preferred.  A converted Swedish overcoat is next in line.


Field cap-either the 2 button M43 Field Cap or the 1 button M44 Field Cap is acceptable.  These can be acquired from At The Front or Lost Battalions.


Tunic-these were issued from where ever they could be acquired.  Military, Party, or Auxiliary Forces tunics are acceptable, as are the occasional WWI tunic.  Military tunics may be acquired from At The Front or Lost Battalions.  Official regulations stated that all insignia were to be removed, but that was not usually followed.


Armbands-A priority item for all members.  Many times this was the only thing to identify the wearer as a member of the German armed forces.  It was feared men in civilian clothing may be mistaken for guerillas and executed.  There were upwards of 18 different styles, but we are using the most commonly seen variation, which looked like:
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A MUST for your impression.  May be acquired for $7.50 plus shipping at www.kelsmilitary.com
Or $15.00 at http://www.totls.com/
Equipment


Volkssturm troops were not well equipped.  It was tried, but it just didn’t work out that well.  What follows is the basics that should be just enough for us to function in the field.


Canteen-the M31 Feldflasche


Belt and Ammo Pouch-Enlisted Man’s black or brown leather or canvas belt with any of the belt buckles-Army, Air Force, or one of the Party buckles acceptable.  Ammo pouch should be the three-pocket type, either the brown WWI version or the black WWII version.  At least one should be carried.


Bread bag-or “Brotbeutel” in German.  Any style acceptable.


Messkit

Blanket, any color as long as it is wool, but let’s try to keep it in the brown, khaki, gray area.

Helmet-German only, No foreign
M-35/42 (few WWI mixed in is acceptable)
Luftschutz: gladiator or police style

Many of these items may be purchased at At The Front or 1944 Militaria.  Or, if you are willing to do so, original items are acceptable.

Weapons


There were many, MANY different types of weapons issued to the Volkssturm troops.  For ease on us, I think we should stick to the following basics:

Period European military rifles or carbines, preferably 8mm caliber will be acceptable.   NOTE:  The Turkish version has been found to be unacceptable for our purposes.  Please to NOT use that particular model.
Any of the Mauser family with the same caliber (7.92mm):

Gewehr 98 of WWI manufacture


Mauser 98K of WWII manufacture


VZ-24 (Czech Mauser)


M98/22 (Czech long Mauser)


Panzerfaust (any type)


MG34 or MG42-only 1 in the unit, please


Hand grenades, either the “egg” or “Potato Masher” style acceptable

Some events do allow grenades to be thrown in combat.  This will be addressed on an event by event basis.

Bayonets/knives.  These are acceptable, but only unsheathed in camp to open a can of food or cut rope or something.

In compliance with many other groups on underage persons taking the field with weapons, a minor (anyone under the age of 18) will not be allowed to take a firing weapon on the field.  Grenades, Panzerfauste, and non-firing or empty rifles are acceptable, with a parents or guardians WRITTEN permission.

Personal items


This can be as varied as the individual himself.  Soldiers of all times and in all armies tended to carry personal items on their person.  These things could include period money, letters from home, photos of loved ones, period newspapers or magazines, cigarettes, whatever.  Let your imagination go here.  The more you have, the more interesting a time can be had interacting with others.  Just be sure to make sure they are GOOD reproductions or original, period items.


A note on cigarettes.  NO FILTERS, and do not light them with a plastic Bic type lighter.  If you want to smoke, that’s great, just do it correctly.  There are websites that can be recommended where you can download reproduction German cigarette packages.


You should have some sort of paperwork on your.  A civilian ID card, a Volkssturm call up notice, a military deferment card, something.  You will be asked to show ID’s at many events.  Let’s “wow” ‘em with what we have.

Rations


Typical German fare here.  A wheel of cheese, one of the sausage varieties, and or a hunk of black bread.  Many times Volkssturm were attached to Wehrmacht units, and we will probably have the same, so a “stew” of some sort would be acceptable.

Field Behavior

Taken in part from http://www.redarmyonline.org/Berlin_Volkssturm_Standards.html


There will be little discipline and little cohesion among the Volkssturm. They must periodically surrender, they are subject to execution by the SS or Polizei on any (or no) pretext at all times and they must periodically panic and retreat. They will conduct themselves like scared civilians thrown into hell, not fanatical SS defending Berlin to the last round and drop of blood.


When Volkssturm surrender, they will throw up their hands or a white flag and run toward the enemy. They may be mown down on the spot by their own troops or executed by the enemy, or they may be taken into captivity. As soon as they are marched to the rear they are released to walk around the battle and re-enter the German lines from the rear and report to the German Commander for further orders. If they panic and run to the rear they may be mown down or executed by regulars, after which, they report to the German Commander for further orders.


The portrayal of Volkssturm at events should add a new dimension to living history at reenactments, providing a 'wild card' that will throw off regular soldiers of both sides who may be dealing with the unexpected at any moment. They will add a new dimension to the rear area of the fight, making it as busy as the front itself. With a little imagination among the Volkssturm participants they may end up having the most fun of anyone at this event! No one, perhaps not even the Volkssturm themselves, will be able to predict what the Volkssturm might do next. Maybe a revolt and firefight against the Feldgendarmes ordered to keep them in place in the line? Who knows....?


I personally would like to see this group used by the overall German commander as he sees fit.  For example, we could be used behind the lines to help unload supplies or checkpoint/bridge guards.  I’d like to see the units used as “eye candy” at events-imagine a column of Heer troops marching down a road passing Volkssturm “deserters” pleading for their lives.  What I don’t want to see this group doing is “running and gunning” all day long.  I want this to be fun, not the boring same old, same old.

Volkssturm Unit Structure

Taken from “Handbook on German Forces (TM30-410) May 1945”


A Volkssturm Battalion was divided up into a Battalion HQ and 4 Companies.  The Company was divided into Company HQ and 3-4 Platoons.  Each Platoon then divided up into Platoon HQ and 3-4 Squads.


A Volkssturm Platoon:





Platoon Leader

Squad Leader

Privates

Platoon HQ


           1

          
          1

     
    3

Squad






          1

     
    8

Squad






          1

      
    8

Squad






          1

      
    8

Squad



          


          1

      
    8

Total



           1

                      4 (5)

    27 (35)

For our purposes, I will stop there.

Ranks of the Volkssturm and Insignia

Bataillonsführer-Battalion Commander.  4 aluminum “pips” on each corner of a black, 5cm by 6cm rhomboid sown to the collar.

Kompanieführer-Company Commander.  3 aluminum “pips” in a diagonal line from lower left to upper right (on the left collar, mirror image on right) in a black, 5cm by 6cm rhomboid sown to the collar.

Adjutant-same as above.

Ordmannoffizer-Administrative officer.  Same as above.

Zugführer-Platoon leader.  2 aluminum pips in a diagonal line from the lower left to upper right (on the left collar, mirror image on the right) in a black, 5cm by 6cm rhomboid sown to the collar. 

Zahlmaster-Paymeister.  Same as above.

Waffenmeister-Ordnance Officer.  Same as above.

Gruppenführer-Squad leader.  1 aluminum pip in the center of a black, 5cm by 6 cm rhomboid sown to the collar. 
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Volkssturmmann-the individual “soldier”.  A plain black, 5cm by 6cm rhomboid sowed to the collar.

Illustrations from http://www.angelfire.com/sk2/germanuniforms/Volkssturm.html
The above is the “official” designation.  Most times the pips were placed directly to the collar without the black rhomboid.

Information from veterans and Soldbuch information

To be included in the Volkssturm Information booklet being compiled.

Photos of Volkssturm troops
To be included in the Volkssturm Information booklet being compiled.

Contacts:

John Chapman-pop401k@yahoo.com
Wm.T. Ripley-snafu947@yahoo.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Volkssturm/
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